The inorganic part alone is considered, and special attention is given to the so-called rarer elements.
It is technical and intended for the use of research workers in agricultural chemistry and teachers in the same field. It will also be found of secondary interest to practical agriculturists. 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE RARER ELEMENTS.
It would seem that all elements present in the rocks from which a soil is formed would be present in the soil, for the soil has been shown to contain all the more common rock-forming minerals.
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While there is great change in chemical composition as a rock weathers to a soil, and much of the more soluble constituents are washed away, it is hardly conceivable that any one element should completely disappear. Had the mineral which contained this one element completely disintegrated, the weathered products might contain the element in an insoluble form, other elements might combine with it to form an insoluble compound, or in case none of these things happened, the soil possesses such a marked capacity for physical absorption that it is doubtful if it would yield the last traces of the soluble element to the soil solution. Further, the soil is by no means stationary, but is continually being translocated by wind and water. 8 It is evident that such processes add to the chemical complexity of the soil.
Provided methods of analysis were sufficiently delicate, we would expect to find in the soil every element for which it is examined, and it would seem, judging from the extreme complexity of the soil, that failure to find an element in the soil shows the method of analysis of insufficient delicacy rather than the absence of the element.
The distribution of the elements in igneous rocks is given by Wash- Only iron tools were used hi the sampling and the samples were shipped in clean grain sacks.
• Compt. Rend., 130, 91 (1900) .
3 Arch. Pharm. [2] 150, 97-102. When received at the laboratories the sample was spread on brown wrapping paper and allowed to air-dry. 
